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Preckwinkle praises Oak Park affordable housing
complex
By: Phil Rockrohr | prockrohr@pioneerlocal.com | @PhilRockrohr

With the opening of the Grove Apartments, Oak Park has successfully created a “portfolio of affordable housing across its

community,” Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle said Thursday.

“As developers of this project, you took what was formerly an automobile dealership and office building and turned it into

residential development,” Preckwinkle said at the ribbon-cutting of the $15 million, four-story complex at 442 S. Grove Ave.

“I’m big on adaptive re-use of our beautiful old buildings, rather than just demolishing everything.”
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Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle praises Oak Park for its "portfolio of affordable housing" Thursday at The Grove

apartments. | Phil Rockrohr/Sun-Times Media
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Preckwinkle praised Oak Park Housing Authority and Interfaith Housing Development Corporation for creating 51 units, 17 of

which are occupied by disabled residents.

“I’ve been a longtime advocate of affordable housing, first as alderman and now, of course, in my present job,” she said.

Cook County contributed $2 million from the home investment partnership program to the Grove project, Preckwinkle said.

Meanwhile, the Illinois Housing Development, Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago, and other agencies and private banks

contributed to the project, she said.

“The tough part of these deals is the layered financing,” Preckwinkle said. “You have to have so many actors at the table to

make the deals work.”

More than 1,000 area low-income residents applied to reside in the once-controversial project. Of the 51 selected, about

two-thirds previously lived in or work in Oak Park, said Ed Solan, executive director of the Housing Authority.

Some 5,200 square feet of commercial space on the first floor will soon be occupied by the Sugar Beet Co-op grocery store.

Two years ago, neighborhood residents pushed to convert the site, the former Comcast regional headquarters for

northeastern Illinois, into mixed- rather than low-income housing.

Critics said the complex would increase crime, lower property values and actually promote segregation by concentrating low-

income residents in one neighborhood.

Solan, who planned to retire in December but was coaxed to serve another few months until his replacement is hired, was

able to build a strong enough coalition to persuade the Village Board to approve the project.

Read More News (http://oakpark.suntimes.com/news/)

Post a new comment

Related Articles

First residents arrive at newly-opened Grove Apartments in former Comcast building (http://oakpark.suntimes.com/news/grove-OAK-

10312013:article)

January 24, 2014 4:45 p.m.

LOGIN

POST

http://comments.us1.gigya.com/comments/rss/6223701/oakpark/grove-OAK-01302014
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/news/
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/news/grove-OAK-10312013:article


Help Squad: Does home improvement store need
payroll improvement?
(/people/voices/hel_psquad-PPN-
01302014:article)

January 27, 2014 8:21 a.m.

District 97, OPRF close school Monday due to
frigid temperatures (/submit-
content/district_97_to_close_school_monday_due_to_frigid_t-
OAK-01262014:article)

January 26, 2014 4:26 p.m.

Property transfers: Oak Park home sells for
$610,000
(/news/business/property_transfers_oak_park_home_sells_for_610_0-
OAK-01262014:article)

January 26, 2014 1:22 p.m.

Paul Sassone: Medical marijuana puts Oak Park
in a bind (/people/voices/sassone-OAK-
01302014:article)

January 26, 2014 12:18 p.m.

Oak Park resident elected as delegate to
American Bar Association (/submit-
content/oak_park_resident_elected_as_delegate_to_american_-
OAK-01222014:article)

January 26, 2014 12:03 p.m.

Boys basketball: Mike Smith’s career night leads
Fenwick
(/sports/boys_basketball_mike_smith_s_career_night_leads_f-
OAK-01262014:article)

January 26, 2014 11:51 a.m.

More than 200 flights cancelled ahead of more
snow, bitter cold (/news/weather-WIR-
01262014:article)

January 26, 2014 7:05 p.m.

VIDEO: Julian Middle School choir sings with
Chicago Symphony Orchestra (/submit-
content/video_julian_middle_school_choir_sings_with_chica-
OAK-01222014:article)

January 26, 2014 12:05 p.m.

Boys basketball: Frank Toohey boosts first-place
York over OPRF in WSC Silver
(/sports/boys_basketball_frank_toohey_boosts_first_place_y-
OAK-01252014:article)

January 25, 2014 11:34 a.m.

Paul Sassone: Endless winter leaves us SAD
(/people/voices/sassone-PPN-01302014:article)

January 27, 2014 6:27 a.m.

ADVERTISEMENT

Latest News

http://oakpark.suntimes.com/people/voices/hel_psquad-PPN-01302014:article
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/submit-content/district_97_to_close_school_monday_due_to_frigid_t-OAK-01262014:article
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/news/business/property_transfers_oak_park_home_sells_for_610_0-OAK-01262014:article
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/people/voices/sassone-OAK-01302014:article
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/submit-content/oak_park_resident_elected_as_delegate_to_american_-OAK-01222014:article
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/sports/boys_basketball_mike_smith_s_career_night_leads_f-OAK-01262014:article
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/news/weather-WIR-01262014:article
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/submit-content/video_julian_middle_school_choir_sings_with_chica-OAK-01222014:article
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/sports/boys_basketball_frank_toohey_boosts_first_place_y-OAK-01252014:article
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/people/voices/sassone-PPN-01302014:article


ADVERTISEMENT

OAK LEAVES

About Oak Park

(http://oakpark.suntimes.com/news/about_oak_park-

OAK-10112013:article)

Subscribe (/subscribe/)

Reader Services

(https://myaccount.suntimes.com/Login.aspx)

Licensing (http://www.suntimesreprints.com/)

Reprints (http://www.suntimesreprints.com/)

AFFILIATES

Chicago Sun-Times (http://www.suntimes.com/)

Pioneer Local (http://pioneerlocal.suntimes.com/)

High School Cube News

(http://www.highschoolcubenews.com/oakpark)

High School Sports Broadcast

(http://www.highschoolcube.com/)

WeekAway (http://weekaway.com/)

Bouquet Catcher (http://bouquetcatcher.com)

COMPANY

Terms of Use

(http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/terms/index.html)

Privacy Policy

(http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacypolicy/index.html)

Send Feedback

(https://myaccount.suntimes.com/FeedBack.aspx)

Contact Us (/pioneer_contactus-WYD-07012013:article)

About Us (http://wrapports.com/)

ADVERTISING

About Our Ads

(http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacypolicy/index.html)

Advertise With Us (http://www.suntimes.com/advertiser)

Submission Guidelines

(http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/submissionguide/index.html)

Connect with us:  (https://www.facebook.com/opoakleaves)  (https://twitter.com/OakLeavesNews)



http://oakpark.suntimes.com/news/about_oak_park-OAK-10112013:article
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/subscribe/
https://myaccount.suntimes.com/Login.aspx
http://www.suntimesreprints.com/
http://www.suntimesreprints.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://pioneerlocal.suntimes.com/
http://www.highschoolcubenews.com/oakpark
http://www.highschoolcube.com/
http://weekaway.com/
http://bouquetcatcher.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/terms/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacypolicy/index.html
https://myaccount.suntimes.com/FeedBack.aspx
http://oakpark.suntimes.com/pioneer_contactus-WYD-07012013:article
http://wrapports.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacypolicy/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/advertiser
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/submissionguide/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/opoakleaves
https://twitter.com/OakLeavesNews


 (http://www.suntimesmediaholdings.com/)

© Copyright 2013 Sun-Times Media, LLC

http://www.suntimesmediaholdings.com/

